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LEAFLET No. 16 





‘Dig for Victory’ GARDEN PESTS 
AND 


HOW TO DEAL WITH THEM 


T any time, the loss of crops 
A through pest attack is a great 
disappointment to the vegetable 
grower. In war time, when every ounce 
of home-grown food is needed, such 
loss is a serious waste. This waste is 
largely avoidable, and in this leaflet, 
methods are outlined for dealing with 
the more common pests. 


No elaborate apparatus is required for 


spraying or dusting. The simplest types 
will suffice if used with care and 
intelligence. The plants treated must 
he thoroughly wetted or dusted. Careless 
work is merely a waste of insecticide. 
Notes on the five most important 
materials for pest contrel are given at 
the end of this leaflet. 
Much damage can he prevented 
without the use of insecticides by taking 
simple precautions : 





Good cultivation and manuring 
‘makes the plants grow strongly.. They 
are then less likely to be destroyed. 
Don’t expect pest control measures 
to compensate deficiences in culti- 
vation and manuring. 

Remove all weeds and unwanted 
plants in seed beds. These are sources 
. of infestation. 


Destroy old plants and infested 
leaves to prevent spread of pests to 
other plants. 

Follow a crop rotation on your allot- 
ment. Growing the same crop on 
the same hed in consecutive years 
encourages pests. 

Don’t despise hand-picking. Much 
can be done by this method alone. 


Wireworms 


Wireworms are most frequent where 
grass or waste land is cultivated. It 
is generally better to bury the turf and 
not to stack it separately for burying 
later ; the turf adds fertility to the soil 
and attracts some of the wireworms 
from the crop in the first year. 

There is no quick way of getting rid 
of wireworms, but persistent trapping 
can practically rid an allotment of this 
pest— 

Spit damaged potatoes or carrots 
on short sticks and bury about 4 in. 
deep with the stick projecting from. 
the soil, Pull up these traps every 
three or four days and destroy all 
wireworms on them. 

If wireworms are very numerous, 
grow crops less subject to attack. 





These include broad beans, peas, kale 
and leeks, also cabbages, ete., planted 
out in summer. Onions, carrots and 
potatoes are very susceptible to attack. 
On infested land grow only early 
potatoes and main crop potatoes 
lifted early (about mid-August) : the 
longer tubers are left in the ground the 
more will they be damaged. 


Leatherjackets and 
Cutworms 


Both these attack the underground 
stems of such plants as lettuces, spinach, 
etc. A single leatherjacket or cutworm 
will account for many plants. 

As soon as a plant wilts “ prod ” 
and search in the soil nearby, using 
a pointed stick or knife, until the culprit 
is found and destroyed. (When large 
areas are infested, use the Paris Green 
and Bran Bait—see Advisory Leaflet 
Ne. 179). 


Greenfly 


Either Greenfly or Blackfly occur on 
most crops. Watch for these during 
the spring and summer and crush any 
isolated colonies. If this treatment is 
insufficient, dust the attacked crop with 
Nicotine Dust. If left until the autumn 
it is toe late to do anything about it. 


Slugs 

Destroy slugs with the mixture of 
metaldehyde (‘‘ Meta ’’) and slightly 
moistened bran. Either dot small heaps 
over the affected area and cover with 
tiles, boards, ete. to protect them from 
birds, or broadcast the mixture very 
thinly—3 oz. per sq. rod. 


Broad Beans 

Seed containing numerous holes 
caused by Bean Beetles should he 
rejected. Bean Weevils sometimes 
destroy the seed-leaves soon after they 


are through. If these are being eaten, 
dust the plants with derris dust or even 
soot. 

Plant Broad Beans early and attend 
to cultivation and manuring so that 
they grow quickly and strongly. This 
will help you to control the Blackfly. 
Leck for it from mid-May onwards 
and nip off and burn the tops as soon 
as any infestation is seen. Further 
treatments may not then be necessary, 
but if the pest persists, apply nicotine 
dust. Blackfly spreads from the 
Broad Beans to other crops (for 
example, Dwarf Beans or Spinach 
Beet) where it can also be controlled 
by dusting. So destroy it early on 
the Broad Beans and check its spread 
to your other vegetables. 


Cabbages, Cauliflowers, 
etc. 


Cabbages, canliflowers, etc., are sub- 
ject to more pests than other garden 
crops. The seed leaves are often eaten 
away by Flea Beetles. Prevent this by 
dusting them two or three times with 
Derris, Nicotine or Naphthalene dust 
every three or four days until well in 
the rough leaf stage. See that the 
seedlings do not lack moisture. 

From the last week of April until the 
end of June, Cabbage Root Fly may 
destroy plants when they are set out, 
causing them to pine and die. Prevent 
this by applying } teaspoonful of 4% 
Calomel Dust on the soil round each 
plant as soon as they are set out and 
give a second treatment a fortnight 
later. 

As the season advances, Cabbage 
Caterpillars (those of White Butterflies 
and the Cabbage Moth) may become 
more and more troublesome. Serious 
damage can he entirely prevented by 
dusting the plants—at the first sign 
of damage—with Derris Dust, and 
repeating the treatment as soon as 


further young caterpillars appear. With 


only a few plants frequent handpicking 
either of the eggs or the young cater- 
pillars, is quite successful. 

in July, Cabbage Aphides (Greenfly) 
may appear on the Brussels Sprouts 
and other Autumn = greens. Control 
these with Nicotine Dust applied when 
the weather is warm. These Aphides 
come from eggs which have over- 
wintered on last winter’s cabbage crop. 
Destrey all old stumps before mid-May 
to keep down infestation of your new 
crops by this pest. 

Cabbage White Fly may be bad in 
the Autumn. This is difficult to control. 
Apply a Nicotine wash at the first sign 
of trouble. 


Carrots 


In medium and light soils, Carrot Fly 
causes great loss. There is no complete 
remedy. To avoid trouble, sow carrots 
very thinly and avoid thinning. If 
singling is necessary, do this in the 
evening and remove all the thinnings. 
Defer the main sowing of carrots until 
the first half of June. Otherwise, 
repeated applications (7-10 days inter- 
vals) of Naphthalene Dust from the time 
the seedlings are above ground until 
the end of June, should give good 
results, 


Celery 


Remove and destroy the blistered 
leaves, caused by the Celery Fly, as soon 
as seen. Put out no plants with blistered 
leaves still on them. Spray with Nicotine 
wash if hand-picking is not alone 
successful. 


Onions 

Where Onion Fly is prevalent, prevent 
attacks by applying 4% Calomel 
Dust on the soil (1 lb. for 50 yards of 
row). Use a small hand-dusting machine 


and distribute the dust along the rows 
and for 2 inches on either side. Give 
two applications, the first when the 
seedlings are 11 inches high and the 
second ten days later. Onion transplants 
can be treated in the same way at the 
end of May. If some plants are still 
altacked, remove them carefully with 
the maggots in the soil round them and - 
born them. If Calomel Dust is unob- 
tainable, give 3 dressings of Naphthalene 
(2 oz. per square yard) about May 20, 
May 30 and June 10. 

If preferred, seed for spring sowing 
can be dressed to prevent attack by 
Onion Fly. Details of this will be 
found in Advisory Leaflet 163. 


Peas 


Reject seed containing holes made by 
the Pea Beetle. 

Pea Weevils can be dealt with as 
advised for Bean Weevils. ; 

Where Pea Moth caterpillars are 
particularly troublesome (spoiling peas 
in the pod) grow only early and mid- 
season varieties, and avoid late sowings. 


Potatoes 


Apart from wireworms and 
Potato Root Eelworm is the worst 
animal pest of this crop. There is no 
cure for this, therefore prevent infection 
of your plot. 

Tn new allotments or gardens made 
from grass fields or from land that 
has not carried potatoes, or on any 
established allotments or gardens not 
already infected, take the following 
precautions :— 

Wash clean of soil all seed potatoes 
brought in from elsewhere. Only 
grow potatoes in rotation. 
Badly infested land seldom gives a 

crop worth harvesting. On infected land 
adopt a proper rotation and, if possible, 
manure your crop heavily with farmyard 
manure. 


slugs, 
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DERRIS ROOT. Non-poisonous 
(except to fish). Valuable for destroying 
Caterpillars on Cabbages and Flea Beetles 
on seedlings. Sold ready prepared as a 
dust for dry spraying. Alternatively, 
Derris powder and insecticides made 
from it can be used as wet sprays. The 
maker’s instructions as to making 
up the wash should he followed. 
Lonchocarpus root is equally suitable 
and can be used as an alternative to Derris. 


NICOTINE... (Purchasers of Nico- 
tine are required to sign the poison book). 
Very poisonous. Destroys most insects, 
and is specially useful against Aphides 
(Greenfly and Blackfly). Sold as a ready 
prepared dust containing 3°, nicotine. 
For making a wash (for Celery Fly and 
Cabbage White Fly) use nicotine 95-98% 
pure, as follows :— 


4 fluid oz. 


Nicotine 98% 
Soft soap ... & |b. - 
Water 5 gal. 


This weak solution in water does not 
retain its poisonous nature for long. 


CALOMEL. Used on the soil as 
a preventive treatment against Cabbage 





 ENSECTICIDES | 


Root Fly and Onion Fly. Sold as a 


ready prepared dust, containing 4% 


Calomel, 


|. NAPHTHALENE. Sold as a ready 
prepared dust which can be used 
instead of Derris Dust for Flea Beetles. 
Use ‘“* Whizzed’? naphthalene or 
*S drained creosote salts °’ on the seil 
for;Carrot Fly or instead of Calomel Dust 


for Onion Fly. 


METALDEHYDE (“ META”). 
Injurious to health if eaten ; harmless 


if properly used. Invaluable for des- : 


troying slugs and snails but not effective 
against other pests. Sold as a ready 
prepared bait or as powder, sticks or 
tablets (which must be crushed to a fine 
powder) for use as follows :— 


Metaldehyde 


4+ oz. 
Bran is 


3 Ib. 


Thoroughly mix the metaldehyde with 
slightly damp bran (or wheat cavings) 
and use as directed im the section on 
** Shags.”’ , 


Further Advice.—Expert advice on pest control, or any 
other problem of vegetable cultivation, is available free of 
charge to all growers, whether on a large or small scale. 

In urban areas, inquiry should be made of the Town Clerk. 
In rural areas, the services of the County Agricultural 


Organiser, at the County Council Offices, or of the County 


Agricultural Executive Officer, should be sought. 


Further details on pests and diseases can be found in the Ministry’s 
publications, particularly in Growmore Bulletin No. 2, ‘Pests and 
Diseases in the Vegetable Garden,’ which may be obtained from 
H.M. Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, price 
4d. (Sd. post free), or through any bookseller. 
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